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. might turn into a rebellion of the national majorities against his system, and he cannot even allow his puppets to act as a body, as is unavoidable in a federation, for they would then cease to be mere puppets. To prevent his own system from becoming a focus of resistance, the " hegemon " must isolate his victims, not only from external influences, as Triepel stated,1 but also from each other. This excludes federation within a system that cannot rely on strong support within the member-states against the eventual particularist tendencies of their rulers.
The question arises whether the system, apart from the external resistance it was bound to provoke during its rise, could become stable if, say, a stalemate were the outcome of the present war, in consequence of disagreement within the alliance opposing Hitlerism. Certain extreme features of oppression could certainly be dropped, once the needs of war were at an end. But the fundamental feature of the system, the reduction of the oppressed nations to the status of " unhistoric nationalities ", could not be abandoned. In our times, a nation without industry is a nation without history, just as, 300 years ago, was a nation, without a "ruling nobility. It might be supposed that, in due "course, the Czechs would again be allowed to have a higher system of education for training agricultural specialists or artists and so on, but certainly they would never be allowed, under the New Order, to have an industry of their own, and this very fact would correspond to the destruction of their national nobility after the Battle of the White Mountain of 1620. I cannot imagine that, in our times, the emancipation of the majority of the European nations could, be undone without making the system based upon such a policy extremely unstable. Perhaps Hitlerism,, if successful, would succeed to some extent in bridging the class antagonisms within the German people by their comnnwjn feeling of " racial" overlordship. But, at the same time, it would give extreme strength and clarity to most class antagonisms within the system by linking them up with feelings of national oppression.2 A system based upon suqh internal antagonisms would be bound to break down in the first serious external contest, which its imperialist policies would inevitably very soon bring about
1 See note i on p. 457,                                  2 See abovej p. 219